
 

Meps mail 

 

Term 3 

 

Wednesday, 31st August 

- Father’s Day Stall K-2 

 

Thursday, 1st September 

- Father’s Day Stall Years 3-6 

 

Sunday, 4th September 

- Father’s Day 

 

Monday, 12th September - 

Friday, 23rd September 

- Swim Scheme 

 

Friday, 23rd September 

- Last day of Term 3 

 

Term 4 

 

Monday, 10th October 

- First day of Term 4 

 

Wednesday, 26th October 

Wednesday, 2nd November 

Wednesday, 9th November 

- Kindy 2023 Orientation days 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

• Principal’s Message 

• Bookweek 2022 

• Stage 3 Canberra Excursion 

• Kindy visit the farm 

• Swim scheme 

• Crazy Hair Day 

• Kindergarten 2023 

enrolments 

 

 

 

 

 

    Key  Dates 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Our school acknowledges the traditional owners of our school land 
where we meet each day, the Dhurag people of the Eora Nation, 
and we pay our respects to elders both past and present. 

The acknowledgement of country is an important aspect of our 
school. We say it on many occasions and at the start of every 

formal teachers’ meeting. It is a statement of recognition of the traditional 
owners of the land which is now said regularly in mainstream Australia.  

While we may acknowledge the traditional owners, the next part for schools is 
to learn about the traditional owners as part of history and the contribution 
made towards our historical and contemporary society.  At the same time, we 
also learn of the past injustices that occurred and we hope to never repeat 
them. In education for example, up to 1972, a principal could still refuse 
enrolment for a student from an Aboriginal background - just one of the many 
injustices that has changed to enable public schools to accept all students. 

Modern day Australia is a culturally diverse and fast changing nation. In the 
2021 census, over five and a half million people spoke a language other than 
English at home with Mandarin and Arabic being the most common languages 
behind English. Most remarkable in the census data is that 48.2% of the 
population have a parent born overseas and 27.6% were born outside of 
Australia. 

Schools are places where students develop interpersonal skills to get along 
with each other. In school we teach students to debate and respect other 
students’ opinions but never with verbal or physical aggression. We teach 
children how to resolve differences in a calm manner while still managing to  
express their thoughts and opinions.  

The NSW Department of Education expects all meetings and telephone 
exchanges to be conducted respectfully, courteously and calmly. School 
employees have the same Health and Safety laws as every other workplace in 
NSW. Nothing is achieved by aggressive behaviour except the termination of 
the conversation either by face to face or by phone. 

In 2023, NSW will be recognising the 175th year of public education. It first 
started in 1848 and has since grown to over 2000 schools where over 1600 
are primary schools. In the same year, Merrylands East Public School will be 
recognising our 95th anniversary taking us another step closer to our 
centenary. 

Throughout that period of time, we’ve always had challenges but over the past 
two years, Covid and the flu have added immense pressure on our staffing. 
Increases in staff and student leave and the increase of students with complex 
needs have resulted in challenges to maintain continuity in learning.  

As we approach the warmer months of the year, our staff are looking forward 
to an increase in daily attendance for the remainder of the school year. 

John Goh 
Principal 

Principal’s  Message 
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Term 3 Week  7 -  31 August 2022   
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MEPS MAIL                                                                            TERM 3 WEEK 7—31 August 2022 

The Children’s Book Council of Australia celebrates authors and illustrators each year during Bookweek. This 

celebration goes back to 1945 and highlights the joys of reading. This year, our celebrations were co-ordinated 

by our Teacher-Librarian Ms Hughes. Thank you. Staff and students dressed up and had a fabulous day.  

Bookweek 



  

On Tuesday, 16th August, Kindergarten 

students visited Calmsley Hill City Farm, in 

Abbotsbury. Kindy students had a great day! 

They learnt about different farm animals and 

how they help us. It was 

exciting to ride behind the 

tractor, try to crack a whip, 

see the cow being milked 

and patting some of the 

animals.   

It is important to notify our school when you 
change address, change contact telephone 
numbers or  if there is a different person picking 
up your child from school. Having updated details 
enables our school to contact you immediately 
when your child becomes unwell at school. 

Change  of  Details 
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MEPS MAIL                                                                            TERM 3 WEEK 3—31 August 2022 

Kindy  Visits  the  Farm 

The NSW Department of Education School Swimming and Water 
Safety Program commences on Monday 12th September 2022  
concluding on Friday 23rd September 2022. It is a 10 day program 
that provides students with the opportunity to develop water safety 
skills along with very beginning skills to swim. For those more 
advanced in swimming, the program enhances their skills in 
swimming techniques. 

Places are still available for the program at Merrylands Pool. 
Students taking part will need their swimming costume and towel 
each day.  Please contact the office if you are interested.  

Parents are most welcome to attend the pool on the final day to see 
the progress of their child. 

Swimming  Scheme 

On 13 September 2022, we are encouraging 
our students to come to school with crazy hair 
or dressed in their favourite football team 
colours as a mark towards the end of the 
school term.  
 
Students are asked to 
donate a gold coin ($1 or $2) 
as part of their participation 
to help raise money for the 
Cancer Council. 

Crazy  Hair  Day  and    

Football  Colours 
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MEPS MAIL                                                                                TERM 3 WEEK 3 — 31 August 2022 
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Stage 3 had an exciting trip to our nations capital. They had a 
whirlwind trip to so many of Canberra’s landmarks and points of 
interest, including Questacon, the CSIRO, the Royal Australian Mint, 
the National Gallery of Australia, New and Old Parliament House, 
observing the Mount Ainslie Parliamentary Triangle and much more! 
Thank you Mrs Mirzaee, Mrs Hitti and Mr Akins, who made the 
Canberra trip memorable for the students who attended.  

Stage  3  Excursion  to  Canberra 

Every week, on a dry day, our school is 

fortunate enough to play lawn bowls at 

Merrylands Bowling Club. Recently, the 

same club granted our school $8,624.00 to 

assist students entering our school with 

school resources and Year 6 to Year 7 

students with their stationery. 

Merrylands   Bowls 

Students from MEPS have recently undertaken an education 

tour of the National Capital.  Students were given the  

opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs 

with a focus on Australia’s History, Culture, Heritage and  

Democracy. 
 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all 

young Australians being able to visit the National Capital as 

part of their Civics and Citizenship education.  To assist  

families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian 

Government is contributing funding of $30 per student under 

the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate Program towards 

those costs.  The rebate is paid directly to the school upon 

completion of the excursion. 
 

On behalf of Merrylands East Public School, we would like to 

say “thank you” . 

 


